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BUILDING COMPLEX SENTENCES 

A complex sentence is basically a number of simple sentences linked together using appropriate words and structures. 

 

Useful vocabulary (linking words, ´signpost´ words, sequence markers…) 
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1. Read the following sets of sentences and see if you can link each set together into one complex sentence. 

 
 

2. Link the ideas below into a coherent paragraph 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLEX TASKS 

I. Look at the table below. It show attendance at various categories of cultural events in Britain from 1986-7 to 2001-2. 
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1. Complete the sentences about the table. 

 

2. Summarize the information from the table by selecting and reporting the main features and make comparisons where 

relevant. Write at least 150 words. You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 

 

 

 

3. Read the sample answer below. Use the checklist above to help you decide if it is a good answer. 
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II. Look at the following graph. It illustrates the number of visit made to and from the UK between 1984 and 2004. 

Summarize the information by selectin and reporting the main features, and make comparisons where relevant. Write 

about 150 words. You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 

 
 

1. Look at the numbers of UK residents making trips abroad and overseas residents visiting the UK. Compare the figures 

for 1984 with those for 2004. Which one doubled? Which one tripled? 

 

2. Use the two-step approach to planning to study the diagram and make a plan. Remember to work through the 

Checklist for a good answer. 

 

3. People really do write texts like the ones you are practicing. This is what the UK government says about the subject of 

the chart. The text is twice the length, but it uses some good language. It also has more information than you can see in 

the chart. Underline, or use a highlighter to mark, the information which is not shown in the chart. 

 

 

 


