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CAUSE AND RESULT 
 
I. Look at the diagram below. What cause and result relationships are shown there? 
 

 
 
 
II. Complete this description of the process by using words and phrases below. 

as a result, because, causes, consequently, due, give rise to, on account of, results in 

Water leaks slowly into the cave 1......... there are thousands of tiny cracks and holes in the limestone 

rock. On its way down, the water absorbs the calcium carbonate present in the rock and this 2......... a 

mineral solution. Small drops of this solution form on the roof of the cave. When each drop falls, it 

leaves behind a ring-shaped deposit of calcite. This process is repeated many times and 3......... a thin 

calcite tube is formed. This tube is sometimes called a soda straw 4......... its shape. Occasionally the 

soda straw gets blocked 5......... to a piece of stone or soil. This 6......... the drops of solution to pour 

down the outside of the straw. 7........., calcite deposits build up around the straw and these 8......... 

the typical cone shape of the stalactite. Only the straws that get blocked will eventually become 

stalactites. 
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Exercises 

I. The parts of the sentences below have been mixed up. Join the parts on the left with the correct 
ones on the right: 

1. The accident occurred because a) it needs more and more food. 

2. Some species of fish are in trouble because of b) political conflict and unrest. 

3. In some countries tensions between different 
national groups have resulted in 

c) an excess of demand over supply. 

4. The worsening economic situation in many African 
countries leads to 

d) the temperature change in the region. 

5. The main living areas are situated on the south 
side of the house as 

e) are rising sea levels and hotter weather. 

6. The country has a growing population; therefore f) violence. 

7. Solar energy is a t minimum intensity throughout 
the winter because of 

g) the road was icy. 

8. The crash of the New York Stock Exchange in 1929 
caused 

h) sea temperature rises. 

9. The two main effects of global warming i) this catches most of the sun. 

10. Scientists believe that the melting of the glacier 
is due to 

j) the low angle of the sun. 

11. Inflation results from k) many people to lose their homes and 
jobs. 

12. Pellagra is brought about by l) a deficiency in niacin. 

 
 
II. Making use of the information in the preceding exercise, complete the following sentences. 
Example: Icy road conditions caused the accident. 

1. Political conflict and unrest in many African countries is ____________________ of the worsening 
economic situation. 
2. Sea temperatures rises ____________________ some species of fish to be in trouble. 
3. Violence in some countries was ____________________ of tensions between different national 
groups. 
4. ____________________ the south side of the house catches most of the sun, the main living areas 
are situated there. 
5. The country needs more and more food ____________________ it population is growing. 
6. The low angle of the sun throughout the winter ____________________ solar energy to be at 
minimum intensity.  
7. ____________________ the New York Stock Exchange crash was that many people lost their 
homes and jobs. 
8. Rising sea levels and hotter weather ____________________ global warming. 
9. According to scientists, the temperature change in the region ____________________ the melting 
of the glacier. 
10. ____________________ an excess of demand over supply is inflation. 
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III. Link the sentences showing the cause and result. 

1. People in some parts in the world cannot afford computers. They are too expensive. 
2. He didn´t have and antivirus program, and a virus attacked his computer. 
3. Computer scientists have tried hard to stop spam. The senders of spam have become more 
sophisticated. 
4. TV in the UK went digital in 2012. Everyone had to buy a digital receiver. 
5. Batteries are too expensive. The computer is powered by solar energy. 
6. Many people forget to back up their computer files. They lose a lot of data. 
7. Many users don´t empty their mailboxes. They may have problems downloading their mail. 
8. There is a serious threat from viruses. Most people install an anti-virus program. 
9. Even today many employees do not know how to use basic programs effectively. Many companies 
offer IT training. 
10. People use copies of programs. Manufacturers put in secret codes to detect copies. 
 
 
IV. Complete the sentences describing cause/effect relationships with the correct prepositions. Some 
sentences do not require a preposition. Prepositions may be used more than once. 

Prepositions: on – to – behind – in - about 

1. Motivation lies _________________ success. 
2. Motivation contributes _________________ success. 
3. Motivation results _________________ success. 
4. Motivation has an influence/effect _________________ success. 
5. Motivation affects _________________ success. 
6. Motivation brings _________________ success. 
7. Motivation plays a part _________________ success. 
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CAUSES 
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