
GRAPH DESCRIPTION – WRITING AN INTRODUCTION 
 

Basic vocabulary Graph description - introduction  

to draw a graph 
to plot a graph 
to plot a curve 
to plot a against b 
to read a value off 
a graph 
to tabulate 

The graph covers the period of  
                   shows 
                   illustrates  
                   gives the data on/about 
     presents 
 
According to     chart 
It can be seen from   the statistics 
As can be seen from/in                 table 
As (is) shown in                  figures 

 

 
1. Examine the graph below carefully.  

 
 
a) Write one sentence which says what the graph shows. 
 
 
b) Write two sentences which give overall information about the graph. 
 
 
 
c) Write a fourth sentence about France. 
 
 
d) Write a fifth sentence about the UK. 
 
 
e) Write a final sentence about Germany. 
 
 
2. Look at Figure 2 and answer the questions. 
 a) What is the diagram about? 
 b) What are the main features? 
 c) What exceptions can you see to any trends? 
 d) What comparisons are relevant? 



3. Introduction - Topic 
Read a possible introduction of the graph description. Try to reword the sentence. 
The graph shows life expectancy for males and females in the UK from 1901 to 2025. 
 
4. Introduction – Overview 
Look at Figure 2 and the notes you made about the main features of the data. What single, overall comment could you 
make about the information? 
 
5. Introduction – Putting it together 
An introductory paragraph for Figure 2: 
The line graph gives average lengths of life for men and women in the UK between 1901 and 2025. The figures from 
about 2002 onwards are projections. They show a massive increase in life expectancy for both women and men – and 
that women tend to live longer. 
 
6. Write one sentence that describes what each of the graphs below is about. Then describe the trends that you can see 

in each graph. 

 
 

7. 

a) What is being shown in the graph below? 

 
 



b) Read the following description of the graph above. 

 
 

c) Discuss what is wrong with the above paragraph, then write your own paragraph, making improvements. 

 

 

 

COMPARING DATA 

 

1. Look at the following diagram. 

 
 

a) Complete the gaps in the following paragraph that describes the diagram above. 

 

Generally speaking men are (1) ……………………………………………………women in running events. The gap is greatest in the 

long-distance events and (2) …………………………………………………… in the sprints. In the six-day running event, the best male 

runners can cover 640 miles, (3) …………………………………………………. the fastest women cover only 548 miles. This 

represents a difference of 16.8 per cent. This difference becomes (e) …………………………………………… significant in the 

shorter events. In the 100m, for example, there is only a 6.1 per cent (5) …………………………………………… in performance 

between men and women. 

 

b) Compare some other details on this diagram. 



Vocabulary 

 

Expressing contrast 

2. Use language for expressing contrast from the box on the left to write practice 

sentences about the data from the graphs 1-6. 

1. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Comparisons and numbers 

3. Complete the sentences with as, more, less, that or than. 

 
 

 

Proportions 

There are two main ways of talking about proportions by using percentage and fractions. Here are some ways to use 

them in sentences.  

 



4. Look at the table and complete the sentences below. Use the words in the box. You can use the same phrase more 

than once.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 


